


Jimmy G. Parkerson 
1014 W. Daniels 
Dermott, AR 71638 


August 26, 1992 


Mrs. Nancy Cowan 
182 Plumnelly Circle 
Brentwood, TN 37027 


Dear Nancy: 


Enclosed is some information concerning the Austin and 
Jackson families which I have obtained from the 1880, 1890, and 1900 
census taken in Ashley County, from tombstones in the Snyder 
Cemetery, and from the obituary of Mary Austin. Please note the 
following information: . 


From the 1900 census - Willie Jackson is listed as a 13 year 
old daughter of Jessie and Laura Jackson. Also note that 
Will J. Austin, age 20 (born January 1880), is listed as a 
boarder in the household. I do not know the date of marriage 
of Will J. Austin and Willie Jackson; however, my mother, 
Geraldine, was born on February 23, 1905. This means that 
the date of marriage was probably in 1903 or 1904 because I 
believe that "Mom Austin" was 17 years old at the time my 
mother was born. 


From the 1880 census - A son (Moorefield Austin) is listed 
as a-e4#d child of Henry M. and Martha B. Austin. The 
information concerning this family has been copied exactly 
as it appeared on the census records. It is my understanding 
that the maiden name of the wife of Henry M. Austin was 
Martha Belle Moorefield. Please note that this family lists 
a son named Moorefield Austin, who was 5 months old at the 
time that the 1880 census was taken. I believe that this 
child is the same person as Will J. Austin inasmuch as the 
census also lists a son named Thomas A. Austin who was 10 
years old in 1880. Refer to the dates taken from the tomb- 
Stone of Tom A. Austin which shows a birth year of 1869. A 
person born in 1869 would be 10 years old in 1880. I 
questioned my mother as to the full name of Will J. Austin 
and she stated that his name was William Jones Austin and 
she was not aware of a third name of Moorefield. However, 

I believe that since the maiden name of Martha B. Austin was 
Moorefield that it is quite likely that he is the same 
person as the Moorefield Austin listed on the 1880 census. 








Mrs. Nancy Cowan 
Brentwood, TN 37027 


From the 1890 census - It is my understanding that Will J. 
Austin's mother died within one, two, or three years after 
his birth and that Henry M. Austin married the Mary Austin 
listed in the 1890 census. Please note the information 
taken from the obituary of Mary Austin at her death in 1929. 


Please note that the 1900 census indicates that Will 
J. Austin was born in Arkansas and that his father and mother were 
born in Georgia. This information is in conflict with the place of 
birth of Henry M. Austin and Martha B. Austin as reflected on the 
1880 census. The 1880 census lists Henry M. and Martha B. Austin as 
having been born in Alabama. 


One final note - The tombstone of Willie J. Austin 
indicates that she died in 1981. If I remember correctly, "Mom 
Austin" died on Christmas Eve 1981 and was buried on December 26, 
1981. Will J. Austin was born on January 7, 1880 and died on January 
Le. ad: 


All of the above information, as I am sure you will 
agree, is very interesting. As I find further information, I will 
share it with you. 


Sincerely, 


Jimmy G. Parkerson 


JGP/thf 
Encl 





